


• Cornell note taking stimulates 
critical thinking skills.

• Note taking helps students 
remember what is said in class.

• A good set of notes can help 
students work on assignments and 
prepare for tests outside of the 
classroom.



•Good notes allow students to 
help each other problem solve.

•Good Notes help students 
organize and process data and 
information.

•Writing is a great tool for learning!



• Developed in 1949 at Cornell University 
by Walter Pauk.

• Designed in response to frustration over 
student  test scores. 

• Meant to be easily used                               as 
as a test study guide.

• Adopted by most major law schools as 
the preferred note taking method.



Divide the Paper Into Three 

Sections

 Draw a dark horizontal line 

about 5 or 6 lines from the 

bottom. 

 Draw a dark vertical line 

about 2 inches from the left 

side of the paper from the 

top to the horizontal line. 



Document

 Write course 

name, date, 

and topic at 

the top of 

each page.



W rite Notes
 The large box to the 

right is for writing notes. 
 Skip a line between 

ideas and topics.
 Don't use complete 

sentences. Use 
abbreviations, whenever 
possible. Develop a 
shorthand of your own, 
such as using "&" for the 
word "and". 



Review and 

Clarify 

 Review the notes 

as soon as 

possible after 

class.

 Pull out main 

ideas, key points, 

dates, and 

people, and write 

these in the left 

column.



Summarize

 Write a 

summary of 

the main 

ideas in the 

bottom 

section. 



• Look over notes frequently to 
keep information and questions 
fresh in mind.  

• Spend time studying the ideas 
in the left column and the 
summary at the bottom. These 
are the most important ideas 
and will probably include most 
of the information that you 
will be tested on. 

• Recite information from notes. 

Review



Anthropods


